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Nationally, jurisdictions struggle with reducing the use of confinement 

for youth who violate the terms of their probation
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Are our expectations reasonable? And how well do youth 

understand what is expected of them?

GROUP ACTIVITY

Have you ever….

• Sped through a yellow light?

• Sped at any time?

• Showed up late for a doctor’s appointment?

• Missed a doctor’s appointment?

Why do we expect so much of children, and make

the consequences so great, when even as adults we 

make similar mistakes in our own lives?



How might the content and structure of the court order actually be 

driving these kinds of placements?
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How might the content and structure of the court order actually be 

driving these kinds of placements?

What do your court 

orders look like?



Umatilla County, OR chose to significantly limit the number of 

programmatic and behavioral requirements listed in its court order

In general, youth in Umatilla 

County are expected to:

 Obey the law

 Pay any assigned fees

 Keep in contact with 

Probation

 Complete assessments 

and any program or 

directive determined 

appropriate through the 

case planning process

 Complete community 

service if applicable.

Assessments, programs, 

specific behaviors, etc. are not 

detailed in the court order.



Do kids understand what is being asked of them and the 

consequences for messing up?

State Form
Flesch-Kindcaid Grade 

Level

California Release 11.9

Florida Probation 11

Florida Probation 13.1

Florida Probation 9.4

Massachusetts Probation 11

Massachusetts Release 10.6

Washington Release 12.9

Utah Probation 14,2

Utah Release 11.4

Vocabulary used in Court is not only well above the average reading 

level of youth involved in the juvenile justice system but also above 

the level of most adult defendants.

- Washington Judicial Colloquies Project



Release Do’s Release Don’ts
 1 I will come to court and go to all hearings scheduled by the court 

for my case(s). My next hearing is: 

________________________________at _______a.m./p.m. and 

will take place at the Juvenile Court, 1212 W. 1st Place Street, 

Suite 100, Thistown, WA 99111. 8 I

 8 Immediate Supervision: I will NOT leave my house unless a court-approved 

adult listed in # 4 is able to go along and see me all the time. 

 8A I am allowed to attend school, work, or other activities approved by my 

probation counselor. 

 8B But, I will NOT go anywhere else without my court-approved adult. I 

will NOT leave the house by myself. I will have an approved adult drive 

me to and from school or work

 2 I will call my lawyer _____________________________. Phone # 

______________________ 

 9 I will NOT travel outside of Thistown County without permission from

my probation counselor.

 3 I will attend all meetings scheduled by my probation counselor and

call as directed. My probation counselor is __________

____________ and the phone # is (000) 555-1212.

 10 I will NOT drink or have alcohol. I will NOT use or have drugs unless

they have been given to me by my doctor.

 11 I will NOT commit any crimes or get arrested. I will not do anything

illegal that will get me arrested.

 4 I will live with ________________________________

at the following address: _______________________

Phone #: _______________. I will obey all their rules.

 12 I will have NO CONTACT with the people listed here:

a.__________________________________DOB: _________

b.__________________________________DOB: _________

c.__________________________________DOB: _________

This means I will NOT talk to or send messages by mail, phone, email, text 

messages, or through the internet, other persons, or by any other way.

Other adults the court has approved to supervise me are:

______________________________________________

 5 House Arrest: I will stay home. I am only allowed to leave the

house to come to court.

 13 I will NOT be alone with children 3 or more years younger than me. If I am 

around children I MUST have a parent or approved adult who

knows about what I have been accused of. The parent or adult most

know the rules the judge gave me. The parent or adult must be able

to see me at all times when children are around me.

 5A I will always have one of the court-approved adults

referenced in item # 4 with me at home.

 5B I will get permission from my probation counselor each

time I want to leave the house.  14 I will NOT have or use any guns, knives, or other weapons.

 6 I will follow Curfew and be home and stay there:

Every night from ____pm until ____am.

Sunday to Thursday from ____pm until ____am.

Saturday and Sunday from ____pm until ____am.
 15 Other

 7 Other:

I understand that if I break any of rules that the Judge reviewed with me, I may have to return to Detention and have a Court hearing to address the violations.

Signature: Date:

A “do’s and don’ts form might be easier for kids to understand



Pilot sites in Washington state replaced traditional court orders with 

“Colloquies”, which are written at a sixth grade level

• The pilot sites implemented the colloquies and 

accompanying forms for three months.

• Sites conducted youth survey and court 

observations both pre- and post-

implementation.

• In one court, youth interviewed reported 

understanding 90% of the conditions of release 

and probation ordered by the judge.

• This is a 158% percent change in the level of 

understanding when compared to the level of 

understanding prior to the introduction of the 

colloquies. 



DISCUSSION: How can sites revise their court documents to improve 

the chances youth will be successful on probation?  
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